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December 2021

The Newsletter of the Scarborough Underwater Club Inc. 

M essage from the  President  

Founded in 1961 by Herb Lynch, Ron West and Terry Hughes, SUCI has been a successful and influential Dive Club for 60 
years! 

Giving credit where it is due, many members have worked tirelessly to keep the club functioning and interesting to both 
new and returning members. Without enormous effort to overcome challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the club 
would not have made it to our 60th Anniversary. 

First and foremost, the club would like to thank Senior Instructor Raimund Krob and Training Director Jack Purchase. 
Raimund implemented the Eventbrite system enabling members to reserve their pool nights. It required much effort 
and consultation with TPASC due to changing COVID-19 protocols for admission to the pool. And Jack spent many, many 
hours creating our all-new website: SUCI2.ca to replace our old website which was no longer supported ceased 
functioning in mid-December 2021. Many thanks to both Raimund and Jack. Without your efforts, this fine club would 
not be able to continue. 

As a teaching club, my thanks also go to our Instructors Raimund Krob, Lauren O'Keeffe, Heison Chak, Andrew 
Arifuzzaman, and also our Divemasters Mark Luo and Rick LeBlanc whose expert guidance has been invaluable to our 
students. 

Thanks also to Secretary Nora Mark for keeping the minutes of our Executive & General meetings and sending out 
important messages to our membership. And, of course to 1st Vice President and Dive Master Rick Leblanc who put 
extra effort into our dive season due to COVID-19. His efforts resulted in our ability to get some good dives in this year. 
Thanks Rick. 

Our club is built on volunteers! My thanks extend to: 

 Treasurer Ed Rutland and Webmaster Jack Purchase who dealt with resolving bank issues for the new website 

 Lauren O’Keeffe who edits the "Buddy Line" which always looks great 

 Membership Director/Pool Supervisor Coordinator Beverley McAllister for helping new members sign up and for 
recruiting our EFR-qualified Pool supervisors (lifeguards) to sit in the big chair and watch over us on pool nights  

 All the members who so reliably volunteer for Pool Supervisor duty. Not only do they help to keep us safe, their 
efforts save the club a great deal of money over the year 

Finally I’d like to extend a friendly greeting to all of our new members as well as those who are returning to SUCI. 
Welcome aboard....You will not find a better dive club. 

Mike McAllister 

 President  

http://suci2.ca/
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M essage from the  Tra ining Di rector 

As COVID-19 continued into 2021, we had no pool access from November 2020 until August 2021, which was a 
challenge for our club. Although this resulted in neither a Spring Discover Scuba Diving (DSD) nor an Open Water course, 
we were able to conduct Continuing Education Courses. Thanks to the efforts of Raimund Krob and Lauren O’Keeffe, we 
conducted a successful Advanced Open Water Diver Course and a Rescue Diver Course. 

Congratulations to Becky Murphy our newest Advanced Scuba Diver graduate. And to Josée Lemire, Phil Yates and Tori 
Charron who have joined the ranks of our Rescue Divers. Well done and we look forward to seeing you in the big chair.  

On our return to the TPASC pool, we conducted a well-attended DSD, which we hope will result in some Open Water 
Students for our Spring 2022 course. One student, Renée Schmidlechner has already been at the pool working on her 
confined water skills. 

Over a third of the cost of our TPASC pool sessions ($300 per 2 hours) come s from Training revenue and allows us to 
keep our membership costs as low as possible. In addition, without the valuable service of our own SUCI pool 
supervisors, our per session cost would be over $380 per 2 hours. 

We are a volunteer “Not for Profit” organization and would like to see more SUCI  Members step forward to assist with 
pool supervision and the running of the club. 

On a final note, the club has a new modern website…suci2.ca, constructed by me  and other SUCI member volunteers. 
The old website which was built in 2010 has been obsolete since 2014 and is went offline on December 12th, 2021. We 
look forward to our new website generating more excitement for our scuba club! 

Good Diving: Stay fit, healthy, and safe. 

Jack Purchase 

SUCI Training Director 
PADI Master Instructor 265464 

v 
  

Congratulations to Becky who became SUCI’s most recent 

Advanced Open Water Diver graduate after a great weekend 
of diving at Centeen Park and Ivy Lea.  
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Mike McCabe 

Rescue Course 2021 

Many thanks to Phil who generously offered his home to us for our the weekend and to Mark who was, yet 
again, Dive Master extraordinaire. What a fabulous weekend we had. Lots of learning, laughter, good food 
and fun. Welcome to the ranks of SUCI Divemasters Tori, Josée and Phil! 
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All Training photos courtesy of Mike McCabe 

Search for  Sm all Cra ft Sunk Near Par ry Sound  

The "Georgian Explorer" 
began her life as a Canadian 
Navy Boat used for both 
diving support and for 
transporting personnel. Now 
under the command of 
Steve Wallace, who is both 
an experienced boat captain 
and scuba diver, the 65' 
boat is capable of taking 12 
fully-equipped scuba divers 
quite comfortably.  

On this particular day in 
August 2019, there were 
only 5 divers on board due 
to the charter being only 

partially booked initially followed by several 
cancellations. The plan for the day, as 
outlined by our Captain, was to dive several 
wrecks in the Parry Sound area. After that, 
we’d complete some underwater 
exploration around the Red Rock Lighthouse 
where, in 2018, SUCI had enjoyed looking at 
all the junk dumped around it during repairs 
to it years before. 

 

The weather was looking good as we left Snug 
Harbour on the way to the wreck of the Atlantic. 
Originally constructed in Owen Sound in 1880, the 
Atlantic transported passengers and freight 
around Georgian Bay until she burned almost to 
the waterline on November 10, 1903. This 
interesting wreck lies at a steep angle on the 
rocks with her stern near the surface, where her 
rudder can be seen, dropping down to her bow 
at about 42'.  
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We were on the wreck for 43 minutes and there was lots to see. The wind was beginning to pick up as my dive buddy 
Paul and I boarded the Georgian Explorer to head in the direction of the Red Rock Lighthouse. As we sighted the 
lighthouse in the distance, the water began to turn rough and the boat started to roll quite a bit, prompting both the 
first mate and me to go down to the galley to secure a few things. When I got there some items had already landed on 
the floor. The salad bowl was sitting upright in the aisle. "At least the salad landed ok”, I said. "Naw, I caught it on the 
fly" replied the first mate. 

We all agreed that the weather was nasty enough that the swells around the lighthouse would make for a dive that was 
no fun and a boat re-boarding that might be dangerous. So, we returned to Snug Harbour, disembarked and planned to 
meet the next day at 8am. 

Things were looking a lot better 
on Sunday as we headed out to 
the wreck of the Jane McLeod. 
This 117' schooner washed up on 
the rocks of the Canadian Shield 
on November 4, 1890 after losing 
her anchor line. Broken up into 
two main sections, she now sits in 
shallow water at the edge of a 
rock island named after the wreck. 
A lone cottage stands on the 
barren island where her Captain 
and crew spent five days waiting 
for rescue. 

Jumping into the water, we found 
ourselves in great visibility right on 
the wreck. After about 25 minutes 
we re-boarded the boat where 
Steve asked us if we were willing 
to help him look for a small 
shipwreck in a sheltered area near 
Snug Harbour. The sailboat he was looking for also has a little story.... It turns out that a cottager had allowed an 
acquaintance to moor his sailboat at his dock. After a disagreement regarding the fee, the boat’s owner removed the 

small craft, anchored it some 
distance away. Abandoned, it 
later sank. 

As we entered the channel just to 
the north of Snug Harbour, we 
sighted some tugs working on one 
of the Islands. Arriving at the little 
bay where the unmarked and 
uncharted wreck was supposed to 
be, we geared up and did our 
buddy check while the Captain 
dropped the hook. Our dive plan 
was simply to slip carefully off the 
boarding platform, as we were 
anchored in very shallow water 
(parked may be a more apt 

description, more on that later) 
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and have a look around. The maximum depth of the search area was no more than 20 feet (6m) with a visibility of about 
12 feet (4m). We swam around in several areas for about 30 minutes, popping up every once in a while to report no 
luck, until Steve said "Try more to the east and closer to the wall." 

It's always exciting to come across an unmarked, unknown wreck, and this thing loomed out of the murk as we swam to 
the east just off the bottom. I was really wishing that my camera had not just gone dead. As we approached the wreck I 
noticed that my air was less than 600 psi but was not concerned as we were in about 17feet of calm water and less than 
150 feet from the boat. We swam around the wreck of this unnamed 25' wooden sailboat for just a few minutes. It had 
no historical significance and there was not anything of interest.... inside the wreck. I gave the thumbs up signal, got the 
OK sign and we headed back to the boat, where our Captain asked me to have a look and see how  much water was 
under the boat. A quick duck under the swim platform and I popped up with the answer "None". “What?” responded 
Steve. "Yup, your starboard skeg is sitting right on solid rock.” "Can't you push us off?" he said with a grin........I gave him 
a special hand signal that is not in the PADI Manual. We both knew that the two powerful engines of the "Georgian 
Explorer" would pull us off the rock. 

As we were removing our gear, Paul asked me "Did you see the skeleton?" "No! I was focused on my air supply and 
getting to the wreck...Was it real?" "Oh I don't know," replied Paul. "I've got 1200 psi in my other tank, let's go back!"  I 
said. A quick switch to my other steel 130 and back we went. Approaching the bow, I saw what appeared to be an off- 
white, yellowish skull with some ribs....getting closer, it seemed a bit small....I waved my hand above it and the light 
covering of sediment wafted away revealing it to be....... a Halloween decoration! 

(Info on the wrecks "Atlantic" &"Jane McLeod"- from "The Great Lakes Diving Guide" by Cris Kohl) 

Mike McAllister 
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Group Tr ip to  Europe i n  September 2021: Part 1  
About three years ago, several of us started planning a trip to Europe, with the main focus being wine tours in 
Provence, France; however, the COVID-19 pandemic brought our plans to an abrupt halt…and gave us more 
time to expand our original trip! A few of us were also presented with sudden health challenges, which made 
us more determined to carry on with this trip ASAP. 

The first half of the trip, we travelled with Heather Lemieux and Mike McCabe. We started in Berlin where 

Heather’s daughter, Danielle, has been living for the last 5 years and recently married her beau, Shawn – 
they’re a lovely couple! 

Berlin, Germany 

A highly-ranked city that is popular 
with young people due to its 

affordability, jobs, transportation, 
friendliness and welcoming to people 
of all cultures and traditions.  

We saw the infamous Checkpoint 

Charlie and the Berlin Wall Memorial 
which brought back memories of 

news stories from when I was a 
young child.  

And we visited Pergamum Museum 
on Museum Island in the historic 
centre of Berlin with archeological treasures from Greek and Roman antiquity. The exhibits are beautifully 
displayed, especially the huge 371 ft. Pergamon Alter which dates back to 2nd Century BC.  

Sachsenhausen is a concentration camp established by the SS. A 
large encampment, the depiction of the struggles suffered by 

200,000 prisoners from 1936 to 1945 was clearly shown in the 
building and many photos. Its design was used as a plan for 

other concentration camps. 

The Berlin Tempelhof Airport, designed in 1923 and located in 
the south-central area of the city, is now a recreational space. 

As we strolled through it, we saw families picnicking, young 
people skateboarding or roller blading on the runways! All kinds 

of activities were being enjoyed! It also functions as an 
emergency 

shelter for 
refugees. 

We enjoyed 
many 
wonderful 

meals in Germany. After the lockdowns, I treasured every 

meal we ate at a restaurant!  
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Hallstatt, Austria 

This charming village of 800 
people began as a salt 
settlement mid Bronze Age, 

1200-1500 BC.  

Nestled between the 

mountainous Alpine 
landscape and lake, it is 

stunningly picturesque and 

has often been compared to a 
fairy tale setting.  

We took a boat ride around 
the lake and admired the 
colourful architecture – all so 
picturesque! 

Salzburg, Austria (means “Salt Castle”) 

One of my favourite cities in Austria, we stayed at a 

familiar B&B on the outskirts of the city, in a 
renovated old mill, circa 1600’s. Rooms are gorgeous 

and spacious, and the breakfast was wonderful! The 
owners and their family are delightful too.  

 

Salzburg is known for its large 
medieval fortress, 

Hohensalzburg Castle located on 
a hill that overlooks the old town 

quarter. There is a lot to explore 
and the view is spectacular. 

We took a ride to the castle on a 
buggy pulled by two Lipizzaner 
horses.  

Here’s the video link: Buggy ride 

to Salzburg (Click Ctrl + the link 
for all these videos.)  

  

https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9keZw-BGHu4-RHAN
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9keZw-BGHu4-RHAN
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The Eagle’s Nest or 
Kehlsteinhaus 

Located near the German 
town of Berchtesgaden, this 

Third Reich era building was 
erected in 1938 as a meeting 

place for Nazi Party members 
and officials. The road was 

built in 13 months, a real feat 
given that it was blasted into 
solid rock of a mountain. A 

steep winding road, the only 
way up is via a specially 

equipped bus designed to 
maneuver the narrow steep 

road. 

The chalet is perched on a 
mountain outcrop of over 6,000 ft. overlooking a large area of the Alps and Salzburg. Our view was even more 
spectacular due to the amazing clear weather that day – you could see for miles! It was breathtaking!  

At the bottom of the mountain, you can visit the underground bunker system – very impressive.   

Red Bull Hanger 7, Salzburg Airport 

This modernistic building houses the historical 
Flying Bulls aircraft fleet and a collection of 
Formula 1 race cars. Quite the wide range of 
aircraft! 

There is an outdoor lounge and a café where 
we had an absolutely delicious meal.  

We were first introduced to this hangar in 2014, by a friend’s son 
who is employed in making the audios for all the Red Bull videos. 
Heather and I couldn’t believe this elegant ladies’ washroom at 
Hangar 7 with its huge bouquets of flowers! 
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Hallein Salt Mine 

Since Salzburg evolved out of salt mining thousands of years ago, we decided to visit the underground salt 
mine in nearby Hallein. The tour and the history was fascinating. Early mining was done by hand, which was 
very tough work. Later, it was more efficient to pump fresh water into a cavern. Once saturated with salt, the 

water was pumped out and processed. We travelled by boat on an underground lake and slid down wooden 
rails to get to the lower levels of the 

mine. A short video link: Fun ride on 
underground rails. 

Hans-Peter Porsche Traumwerk 

In a district of Berchtesgaden of 
southeastern Germany and not far 

from Salzburg, lies this fascinating 
world of toys, particularly tin toys 
expertly crafted many years ago. The 
boats and aircraft etc. are all so 
detailed.  

The 6000 sq. ft., 16 ft. high display of 

Marklin model railroads is amazing 
and was especially appreciated by 

Jack, who has his own display of 
Marklin locomotives. Here is a video 

link of the model rail system: Porsche 
model rail system 

Even daylight and nighttime along 
with a storm is depicted: Porsche 
model railway system: sky 

Flight on a Motorized Glider at 
Innsbruck Airport  

This event was initiated by Jack because, when he was in the RAF in England, he particularly loved flying 
gliders and was a gliding instructor. He heard about the new Stemme motorized gliders and soon found out 

that we could each take a flight with an instructor.  

Each glider holds two people and uses a motor at the back of the plane for takeoff. At an altitude of 9000 ft. 

the motor is turned off, the prop at the front folds away to make it more aerodynamic and… you’re gliding!  

We took off at the Innsbruck International airport on a perfectly sunny day. The airport, located in a valley in 

the Alps presents beautiful views of the mountains.  

Here is a video of my flight – Jack doesn’t have one of his because he was too busy flying the sailplane!  Flight 

in sailplane (It’s a 2+ min. video, so it takes about 30 seconds to download. Just click on the arrow at the 
bottom. We’re gliding at about the 48 second mark.) 

And all this is only the first 12 days of our 4-week trip – stay tuned for the rest of the story on our next Buddy 
Line! 

Nora Mark 

  

https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9lIXM7QNLMX6o3CT
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9lIXM7QNLMX6o3CT
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9nT0EVYNRyBeqT33
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9nT0EVYNRyBeqT33
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9niP0n2pxyAJdTA5
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ez9niP0n2pxyAJdTA5
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AN9xg1ugH4rZnRQ&cid=3341E7ABD9831203&id=3341E7ABD9831203%2115952&parId=3341E7ABD9831203%211351&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AN9xg1ugH4rZnRQ&cid=3341E7ABD9831203&id=3341E7ABD9831203%2115952&parId=3341E7ABD9831203%211351&o=OneUp
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Experiencing Cuba 
dur ing a  Pandemic 

Taking trips to sunnier, warmer 
climates is a Canadian tradition 

experienced by millions. On October 
29th, Jacqueline and I took just such a 

trip to Varadero, Cuba for one week. 
A trip we had planned in March of 

2020. Then, well, you know what 
happened. Vaccination rates in Cuba 

are close that in Canada.  

Sunwing representatives were great 
at arranging our trip to Sanctuary at 

Grand Memories Resort, giving us all 
the COVID-19 logistics to and from 
Cuba and, later, arranging 2 
excursions. At the time of booking, we 
were told that a PCR test would be 
conducted at the Varadero airport 
free of charge. Policies and 
procedures changed. Surprise! 
Surprise! The resort performed a 10-
minute antigen test… Negative! 

Alleluia!! What a mess if either were 
positive. 

The resort is very large and 
separated into a family and 
adult section.  

The resort was half filled, the 

staff were amazing and very 
grateful to have Canadians 

back in Cuba. Through our 
Sunwing representative, at the 

resort, we booked a 
catamaran/dolphin trip and a 
trip into Havana. Both were 
great. The all-inclusive 
catamaran trip cruised to a 

Dolphin training area. We 
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interacted with the dolphins. Strike one more item from our bucket lists. We (when I say we I mean 100+ of 
us, 95% sober) then did a snorkel dive on a 40-foot shallow wreck. A lobster with pork loin and salad lunch 
was served on a private island with plenty of local creatures running about.  

Old Havana is very interesting and going through a tremendous 

revitalization. The architecture and people are amazing and very similar 
to the design and layout of Quebec City, 3000 miles away and both 500 

years old. 

We had planned 6 

dives, but I 

managed only 2 
wonderful shore 

dives at Corel 
Beach. A 30-minute 

trip from the resort 
to a white sandy 

beach, proved fantastic. A private tour with Manuel was 
relaxing and very photogenic. There were hundreds of 
reefs from 2 feet to 30 feet in height separated by white 
sand. As with most Caribbean diving, I came across a 
lobster, hundreds of coloured fish of various sizes, a 
skeleton shrimp and 2 small spotted rays. 

It was a great break from the highs and lows of the past 20 months. We plan to return to Cuba and, 
specifically, Sanctuary at Grand Memories. 

Stay safe and travel, 

Jacqueline and Rick 

PS. The Sunwing rep is coming to for 1 month and we have invited her to dinner. A trip she, her husband and 15 yr old 
girl have waited for all their lives for. They want to see a hockey game (understandable) and SNOW!! (the madness)  
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M y Favourite Th i ngs 

It is the time of year when we often think about giving, sharing and being grateful. Given how challenging the 
past eighteen months have been for so many of us, I thought it would be a good time to reflect on what I am 
grateful for. 

In psychology research, gratitude is consistently associated with greater happiness. Gratitude helps people 
feel more positive emotions, appreciate good experiences, improve their health, deal with adversity, and 

build strong relationships. 

This, for me, defines my first two years, being a member of and diving with SUCI. 

I joined SUCI in the fall of 2019 as an open water diver. I had no local diving experience, and I was skeptical 
about diving in Ontario. In my first few meetings at TPASC, I felt welcomed and encouraged. Everyone was so 
friendly and interested in sharing their scuba diving knowledge and experiences. 

I remember my first ‘SUCI pool night’; it was so much fun and I was surprised by how much I loved ‘diving’ in 
the pool. But more than that, I was incredibly grateful for how interested and willing SUCI members were to 
share their knowledge and provide suggestions to a new diver and club member. That night, and every pool 
night I have attended since then, I have learned something new from expert SUCI divers. It might be a tip 
about my gear or a suggestion regarding buoyancy or something as simple as ideas to keep my hair out of my 
face while under water (thanks Lauren and Nora!) Being part of SUCI, advancing my diving skills and getting to 
know so many wonderful people has truly been a silver lining for me over the past eighteen months. 

Since joining SUCI, with much leadership and encouragement, I have become an advanced open water diver, 

and have completed many dives in Ontario water. I experienced my first (and very challenging) drift dive, with 
the help of my expert dive buddy Rolf and talented dive master, Rick. That is one of my favourite memories of 

diving and camping with SUCI.  
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So, in the spirit of the holidays, these are  

My Favourite (SUCI) Things: 

 

Sea drops on dive masks and weight belts and boots 
Bright purple fins and a 7mil wet suit 

Tanks at the ready and buddy check done 
These are the things that I really find fun. 

 
Inner Space, Dive Source have gadgets to spare 

Regs have been checked and we’ve plenty of air 
Boots packed and BCDs ready to go 

SUCI training means we’re all safe below  
 
Should the shark bite 
Or the Jelly sting 
If I’m sunburned bad 
I simply remember my favourite things 
And then I don’t feel so sad 

 
Boat dives and shore dives with dive master Rick 
Snorkels and regs and no one is seasick 
Zebra mussels and Walleye drift on by  
Ivy Lea campfires with stars in the sky 
 
Computers and dive watches ready to go 
Knives, lights and gloves and a quick air check-blow 

Nora and Jack do a thorough vis check 
Lauren and Rai giant stride from the deck 

 
Mike calls a meeting and Ed needs our money 

Bev requests help and she’s sounding all sunny 
Owen plans trivia, Jacq calls bingo 

After the pool we head to Amigos 
 
Should the shark bite 

Or the Jelly sting 
If I’m sunburned bad 

I simply remember my favourite things 
And then I don’t feel so sad 

 

Wishing everyone so much peace and joy and love for a magical holiday season. 

Let’s sing this together (after a few drinks) at our first night at Amigo’s in 2022! 

Andrea Miller 


