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Buddy Line 
May 2020

The Newsletter of the Scarborough Underwater Club Inc. 

Message from the President 

Hello SUCI Members & Friends 

As I write these words, we find ourselves in a rapidly evolving health emergency. 
Hopefully this virus will have peaked and confirmed cases will have begun to 
drop by the time you read this. As you have heard by now, our Dive Season sign-
up has been postponed indefinitely. Due to the rapidly changing circumstances, it 
is impossible to predict whether it will take place this year at all. Also we all have 
larger concerns at this point.   

Sometime in the future and taking all factors into consideration, when the dive 
operators and shore dive sites are able to operate again, SUCI’s Executive team 
will let everyone know when we will begin to plan our activities again. 

Conventional Safety 

During this time while we're away from all forms of organized group activities, we are hearing "Stay Safe" from 
everyone around us. This advice, of course, is referring to taking all precautions in order to avoid Covid-19 
contamination, but one thing we also need to consider is conventional safety.  As we are staying home now, many will 
take this time to do work in and around the house, condo or apartment. Please take extra care if climbing or using any 
power tools. We don't need any fractures or slices requiring medical treatment at this time. A hospital is never a 
preferred destination but it's even more a place to avoid now. 

We look forward to seeing our members and friends on shore, on boats and below them in the (hopefully near) future.  

Mike McAllister 
 President 
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Message from the Training Director 

It is nine years since PADI first introduced eLearning. This 
system permitted SCUBA students to complete their SCUBA 
Course Knowledge Development at their own time and pace 
on a computer at home. As the new SUCI Training 
Director at the time, I immediately thought this was a good 
idea. For a club with an all-volunteer Training Staff, classroom 
teaching was a big consumer of their donated time. 
 
Over the years, SUCI has certified 100s of students, at all 
levels, using PADI eLearning and it has proven to be highly 
effective. Students have consistently had a high level of 
knowledge development that was not dependent on 
Instructors in the classroom. 
 
Recently PADI completed a major upgrade of the Instructor 
Development Course (IDC) curriculum. IDCs are only 
conducted at PADI Dive Centers by PADI Course Directors and 
IDC Staff Instructors. This upgrade uses IDC eLearning to 
prepare Instructor Candidates before they attend an IDC; 
however, this change requires all IDC teaching staff 
themselves to be upgraded to the new Curriculum. Initially, 
this staff upgrade was offered by P ADI HQ only at DEMA and 
in California.  
 
Initially, I had decided to skip this expensive upgrade and allow my instructor teaching credentials to expire. So, stuck at 
home like many of you, I was delighted when PADI temporarily adjusted its training rules to allow for as much training 
as possible to be conducted using distance learning techniques. This included the IDC upgrade. I received an email from 
a past SUCI member Ed Chan who is a PADI Course Director operating out of Bonaire (and Canada). Ed told me that, 
under the temporary rules, PADI would allow already upgraded Course Directors to upgrade other IDC Staff using 
Distance Learning. With no travel expenses and stuck at home, I jumped at this opportunity. The first part of the 
upgrade had IDC Staff take the new IDC eLearning. The pass mark was 100% with one chance of a re-test. This meant 

that staff underwent exactly what an Instructor Candidate experienced. Having 
completed all of this on the new PADI eLearning portal over the course of a week, I was 
ready for the Distance Learning session with Ed Chan in Bonaire. After completing this 
and Registering at PADI, I am now considered updated. 
 
I completed all my diver training well before eLearning existed. After 9 years, I finally got 
to experience what it is like to take an eLearning course where the score mattered! 
 
SUCI Training Staff can conduct Knowledge Development for many PADI Courses while 
we are all stuck at home by using Distance Learning. If you would like to get a head start 
on your next dive season, we can help. Enriched Air Nitrox, Advanced Open Water, 
Rescue Diver and especially Divemaster courses, all have Knowledge Development 
requirements that you can do from home. You can then complete your training when we 
get back in the water. If you would like to get started on a course, please send me an 
email at training@suci.ca 

Jack Purchase 
SUCI Training Director 

PADI Master Instructor 265464 
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Summer of the Dive  

This was our first summer as SUCI 
members and we were eager to 
get some good dive weekends in! 
We wanted to have a mix of 
camping, shores dives, cottages 
and charter dives. Lucky for us, we 
got four great weekends with a 
great mix of both! 

First up was Marmora, ON on a 
mid-June weekend where I had to 
do my check-out dives for my Rescue Diver course with my dive buddy Mike V, who was also taking the course. We 
decided this would be a camping weekend and set up at Booster Park campground. It was such a windy day! We had to 
help Rick and his son hold down their tent so it wouldn’t fly away!  

On Saturday and Sunday, we completed our check-out dives and we’re happy to say that we passed! The diving 
conditions in the Marmora River aren’t the best. It can be cold and 
dark depending on the weather conditions and there can be a 
strong current that you have to get through before getting to 
shore. But, for the purposes of course check-out dives like Open 
Water and Rescue, it works. The best part is that the weekend is 
well attended by SUCI members that came to help out in any way 
they can. Rick comes with his BBQ in tow and makes a great lunch 
and Lee Ann was a very responsible and attentive Dive Master. 

During the second weekend in July, we joined SUCI for one of its 
best-attended dive weekends – Ivy Lea. The weekend is made up of 
shore dives that launch right from some of the campsites making it 
very convenient. Many SUCI members have fond memories of this 
weekend and reminisced about some of their favourite dives. 
However, this year brought added challenge as the river was much 

higher than previous years – in some places over two feet higher than usual. The shore dive took about 40 minutes with 
much of it consisting of drifting one way and then the current pulling you another way. Many of us hung onto rocks for 
much of the dive until we turned the corner 
towards the beach area. It was an alright dive for 
some and a poor dive for others. The next day 
some of us started at the beach and dove in the 
water near the cottages, which proved to be a 
calmer dive. The best part of Ivy Lea is the social 
atmosphere. Most people are camping near each 
other, Rick made an excellent dinner, stories and 
games were happening near the fire and the 
breakfast challenge on Sunday was both exciting 
and delicious!  

In late August we went to Tobermory, ON which 
was the best dive weekend for us this summer! 
Not only was the weather perfect, we had a great 
group of people and the dives were some of the 
best we’ve ever done. We did five dives off a boat 
operated by Diver’s Den and dove the Arabia, 



SUCI Buddy Line  Page 4 of 13 

James C. King, Niagara II, Philo Scoville and W.L. Wetmore.  

We were just blown away by the great visibility and the amazing 
conditions of the wrecks. Some of the wrecks were very shallow 
which allowed for longer dives and many more photo 
opportunities! We were so impressed with the whole weekend 
that we decided to add an early summer Tobermory trip in 2020 
to attract newly certified Open Water divers who can experience 
some of Canada’s best diving. 

In the second 
weekend of 
September, we 
drove up to 
Penetanguishene, 
ON for a weekend 
of diving on 
Captain Steve’s 
awesome boat and the amazing menu he’s got set up for you! Did I 
mention that he serves you a HOT lunch on both days? Five-star service. 
On land, we were treated to amazing hospitality by SUCI President and 
2nd Vice President, Mike and Bev. We had such a great group of people 
and amazing food. It 

was a wonderful experience – especially watching an older 
documentary on shipwrecks in the Great Lakes. When the weather 
cooperates, the diving conditions are very similar to Tobermory – 
great visibility and wrecks in great condition in shallow water. We 
got two dives in on Saturday – the Mapledawn and the Marquette.  
Unfortunately, the weather and water conditions were too tough on 
Sunday and we had to cancel those dives. This is such a great area 
to dive and spend the weekend, so in 2020 be sure to look out for 
the newly-added July Penetanguishene trip and the usual 
September trip. 

We had such a positive 
experience diving with SUCI 
this summer and can’t wait 
to explore the 2020 Dive 
Season and try some new 
areas! 

Joanne Fischer 
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A Trip to Picton 
It was a perfect summer day in August as I 
drove south of Picton, down a country 
road toward Milford, where I would be 
staying for the weekend while diving with 
Helen Cooper's ABUCS crew out of 
Waupoos Marina on Helen's new 
acquisition, Dive boat AMG, equipped 
with twin I/O engines. Arriving a day early, 
as I was staying at a friend's place about 
10km west of the Marina, I was given a 
short tour of the area including a stop for 

ice cream at the Black River Cheese Factory on county Rd 13. Proceeding further 
along the road, we came to the Mariner's Museum, a wonderful little place, 
which tells of the rich history of "Canvas and Steam on Quinte Waters", (also the 
title of a book sold there) as well as preserving artifacts of the steam & sail era, 
including some from the wrecks that SUCI could be diving on the next day. 
(Florence Rudder Photo - my host Rick Lammes shows scale). 

On Saturday August 3, after loading our gear aboard, we proceeded towards 
Amherst Island and the first wreck City of Sheboygan. It seemed a little dark with 
some sediment in the water but dive lights helped illuminate the wreck. 
Launched at Sheboygan, Wisconsin in 1871, the three-masted schooner was 
heading south across the Lake from Kingston to Buffalo on Sept 25, 1915 when 
she ran into a terrific storm. Heavily laden with a cargo of feldspar, she began 
taking on water and her crew of five all perished when she went to the bottom. 
Sitting upright, this wreck was found in 1963 by a team of divers led by Lloyd 
Shales and Barbara Carson. One interesting feature is a tall metal object attached 
to the starboard side of the deck which appears to be some kind of boiler. There 

are a lot of interesting sights on this 
schooner and one can enter the 
forward hold. 

Elizabeth and Jodi helped our divers onboard and, with Captain Larry at the 
helm, we moved on to the next wreck and descended the mooring line. 
Soon the Katie Eccles gradually emerged from the green mist-like sediment 
as we descended to 105 ft. 

This beautiful 95-foot-long wreck sits upright. One interesting feature is her 
anchor line that appears to have sawn through the bow. The ship had left 
Oswego N.Y. heading for the Shuster Coal Company in Belleville, ON carrying 
300 tons of coal on November 26 1922 but lost her rudder shortly after 
leaving port. Captain Harry Mitchell somehow made it to Timber Island 
despite a howling wind and snowstorm with the help of the small crew 
comprise of the cook, Mrs. Mary Lloyd, and a boy, Hugh Hanna. After 
dropping anchor, the three made it to the uninhabited Timber Island, after 
which the pitching of the abandoned boat made the anchor line cut through 
the bow, causing the ship to sink. 
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After a short post-dive meeting outside Cheryl Maugham's cabin in the Harbour, the SUCI crew went to Waupoos Pub 
Market & Eatery. Less than 1 Km west of Waupoos Marina, we enjoyed a good outdoor meal in perfect weather. 

On Sunday, another great day for diving dawned and we set out for a second dive on the Katie Eccles. Everyone was 
happy to revisit this ship with Helen Cooper at the helm. After ascending and the usual 3-minute safety stop, we 
enjoyed our surface interval while taking in the scenery of islands and boats. On our way to the second more shallow  
wreck, the boat moved smoothly over the glass-like water. We were headed toward False Duck Island, where the Annie 
Falconer sits upright at about 80 feet.  

Captain Murney Ackerman, a mariner with over 50 years of experience, lost the Falconer which carried a load of coal 
during a violent storm November 12, 1904. The crew of six reached Amherst Island safely in the yawl boat, but First 
Mate James Sullivan froze to death after getting separated from the others while seeking shelter from the intense cold.  

After the crew tied off we began our descent to the wreck. It was 67F at depth the day SUCI was on the Falconer. This 
wreck sits upright and holds lots of interesting artifacts, such as an anchor, rigging, a windlass and deadeyes. An Historic 
Plaque is at the port bow, while the ships wheel still sits on the detached deck of the stern. A very popular wreck in this 
area, the Annie Falconer was discovered in 1975 by Barbara Carson, Audrey Rushbrook and Doug Pettingill who had also 
discovered the China that same year. The wrecks in the Picton area are very interesting, as is the history of the area and 
Helen Cooper's ABUCS crew do all they can to make your dives a safe and enjoyable experience. 

 

 

 

 

Information on the wrecks: 

 "The Great Lakes Diving Guide" by Cris Kohl   "Canvas & Steam on Quinte Waters" by Willis Metcalfe. 

Photo Credits:  

 Mariners Marine Museum & Florence rudder- Mike 
McAllister 

 Katie Eccles - Bow - Vladimir Grishanov 

 Water view from Helen Cooper's boat -Elizabeth Colp 
Larson 

Mike McAllister 
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Diving in South Africa 
On December 29, 2019, Mike and I began the long 
journey to South Africa! After 4 flights and a 40 
minute drive, we finally arrived at Blue Ocean 
Dive Resort in the town of Umkomaas, south of 
Durban on the Indian Ocean side of South Africa. 
This resort specializes in shark dives and expert-
led dives on the famous Aliwal Shoal – which is on 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau’s Top 10 Dive Sites. We 
decided on this resort after hearing guest-speaker 
Carly (an underwater cinematographer) during a 
SUCI General Members meeting in 2019. After 
adding her on Instagram, I saw this awesome 
photo of a grouper and noticed she stayed at this 
resort where some SUCI members have also 
stayed! 

The Aliwal Shoal is a reef made up of the remains 
of an ancient sand dune and is inhabited by a 
variety of marine life: soft and hard corals, sharks, 
whales, dolphins, and tropical and subtropical fish 
species. There two wrecks to explore, the SS Nebo 
and the Produce. Both are very popular dive sites. 
The area is known for its large population of 
ragged tooth sharks, aka raggies, and the annual 
Sardine Run.  

Unfortunately, we didn’t get as many dives in 
as attended as, early in the week, Mike 
suffered dehydration and heat stroke. We had 
to take some days off diving and bring him to 
the doctor. I was dealing with seasickness the 
whole week, even though I tried a variety of 
medication. But we did get in some dives!  

Once in the zodiac boat, the captain must battle intense waves 
before getting out to sea. Conditions are a little rough and 
occasionally prevent dives altogether. The current was faster than 
we expected and the visibility was about 15-20 feet. The majority 
of the dives were drift dives, passing through massive coral 
formations and large schools of fish. We saw the biggest rays 
we’ve ever seen – called honeycomb rays. We also saw a very large 
grouper, which they call a potato bass, and an older turtle.  
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One of the highlights of the trip was getting to do a baited shark dive in the middle of the ocean. We got sent down with 
two balls full of bait and hovered at about 30 feet taking in all the action. We were surrounded by about 15-20 oceanic 
black tip sharks, tuna, remoras and many other large fish. I even had a shark swim through my legs! It was very exciting 
and I’m happy we got to experience it. 

In the evenings, we hung around the bar area chatting with the dive masters and owners Gary and Nikki about the days’ 
dives, eating pizza and drinking beers. Everyone that works there is great and very friendly. They operate a very safe and 
fun dive outfit and we’ll be recommending this resort to others who are interested in visiting South Africa. 

 We only spent a week at the dive resort as we had a safari planned, an MSC cruise to take and a week exploring Cape 
Town and visiting some of Mike’s family. We truly enjoyed this time away exploring South Africa and making memories!  

Joanne Fischer 
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SUCI’s Annual Awards Banquet November 2 nd, 2019 
This evening was truly 
elegant and such a 
delightful change to 
see our members 
dressed up! Tables 
looked festive as 
pumpkins were 
adorned with 
seasonal flowers, 
grasses, and 
miniature lights. It is 
always a welcoming 
and relaxing 
atmosphere in the 
banquet hall at Tam Heather Curling and Tennis Club. The food was excellent: lovely appetizers, crunchy fresh salads, 

lots of hot veggies, vegetarian 
lasagna, chicken in creamy 
asparagus, Beef au jus served 
by the chef, and creamy 
Tiramisu!  

Prizes? I’ll say there were lots! 
Member prizes included a dive 
computer, tank, dive bag and 
more. Others included 
charcuterie boards beautifully 
crafted by Mike Fischer, 
delicate jewelry of a 
marine/dive theme, neat 
books, and gift cards – a great 
selection. This time, everyone 
got a prize!  

Live music always adds a personal touch to the atmosphere and Rusty James and his singer nicely complimented the 
evening.  
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Awards Night…yes! Our 
Trainee of the Year 
award was given to 
Noel Monte de Ramos, 
who definitely proved 
himself as a competent 
new diver. 
Unfortunately he had 
to work that evening so 
was unable to pick up 
his award. Our Diver of 
the Year award was 
given to Lauren 
O’Keeffe, an attentive, 
highly skilled instructor 
and our diligent SUCI 
Buddy Line Editor! 

Also, our winner of the Blackbeard’s Trip was Raimund Krob! Congratulations to everyone!  

Many thanks to Mike McCabe for his collection of photos (many included here) which made the evening even more 
memorable!  

I’d like to extend a special note of appreciation to Jacqueline Millar for her organizational efforts in creating this fun 
evening. Beverley and Mike McAllister, Joanne and Mike Fischer, John Brans, and Rick Le Blanc, also deserve mention 
for their contributions on our behalf.  

Our 2020 SUCI Annual Awards Banquet will likely be early to mid-November and the notice will appear on the SUCI 
calendar as soon as it gets booked. Keep this in mind as it is our major social event and well worth attending! 

Nora Mark 
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Photos by Mike McCabe 
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