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Buddy Line 
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The Newsletter of the Scarborough Underwater Club Inc. 

Message from the President 

Hello fellow SUCI Members. This is my first Buddy Line message as President and I have some big fins to fill. Many 
thanks to Ron Bogart for serving as our President for seven years during which we accomplished some great things. 

We are starting off what looks to be a very good year with 90 members already. Some 
new members are certified divers who have come in through our website. Many 
others have signed up after having had a great experience at one of our training 
events. My thanks to the diligent efforts of our fine training staff and the many SUCI 
members who volunteer and help make these events safe and enjoyable experiences. 

I'd also like to thank the following members: 

 A special shout-out to Instructor Raimund Krob for his organizational skills in 
running our Discover Scuba events which can have over 30 people in the water 
and on the deck, with each volunteer assigned a valuable role 

 Rick Leblanc who has dedicated considerable time and effort to line up yet 
another great season of diving 

 Ed Rutland, our treasurer, who has kept the books in good shape as we head 
into the year in a good financial position  

 Our Social Director Jacqueline Millar who has arranged many above-water 
activities such as Horseback Riding, Simulated Skydiving and Axe throwing. By all accounts our members are 
thoroughly enjoying the many varied activities. New members are encouraged to join in on the fun! 

 Thanks also to Lauren O'Keeffe who, in addition to organizing our Open Water course, edits this fine publication 
that I hope many of you are reading right now. 

 
The Executive would like to thank those who have acquired their Emergency First Responder Certificates and who 
continue to come out to TPASC as Pool Supervisors saving SUCI considerable expense. A big thank you to Nancy Olmsted 
and Wil Perre who instructed this valuable course for 15 SUCI members just this past weekend. 

And finally...A big, warm SUCI welcome to our new members, who can now enjoy the benefits of belonging to one of 
the best Dive Clubs in Canada.  

  

Satisfy your need for speed! 
 

 
Come out and join us for an exhilarating afternoon of mind-blowing fun 

SUCI goes to Grand Prix Go-Karting on Sunday, May 28th 

 

Mike McAllister 
President 

https://suci.ca/index.php/social-events/grand-prix-go-karting
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Message from the Training Director  

In mid-February, under the leadership of Mike McCabe, SUCI conducted its first 
PADI ICE Diver course since 2008. The weather was great, and ice conditions 
were perfect. Raimund’s chain saw worked overtime to cut a 10-foot-per-side 
triangle through 24 inches of ice. Each 1-ft triangle of ice weighed 120 pounds 
and it took almost 5 hours to cut the hole and prepare the site for diving. The 
teamwork was incredible and everyone who attended remarked on what a great 
weekend it was.   

Congratulations to Eric Meggeson, Steve Long, and Adrian Van Vroenhoven, our 
new PADI Ice Divers. Also, congratulations to Raimund Krob, probably our most 
experienced ice diver, who finally made it official. 

Our training season is very active with Open Water, Rescue and Divemaster 
courses ongoing. Many thanks to all the members of SUCI’s Training Staff and the 
many club volunteers who assist in training courses. Without you, our training 
program would not be possible.  

Jack Purchase 
SUCI Training Director 

PADI Master Instructor 265464 
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SUCI’s Upcoming Advanced Open Water Course  

To all of SUCI’s Open Water Certified Divers, in particular all of you who are going to earn your certifications 
this upcoming June of 2019! 

 
You might be wondering “What do I do AFTER I earn my Open Water Diver certification?” 
Well, a couple possible answers are: 

a) You join us on as many dives as you are able, and 
b) You join us for our Summer 2019 Advanced Open Water Diver (AOWD) course. 

Why enrol in SUCI’s AOWD Course? 
Well, it’s all about exploration, excitement, and experiences.  

More than anything, the Advanced Open Water Course teaches how you to THINK (and act) like a Diver. And no, you 
don’t have to be “advanced” to take it – it’s designed so you can go straight into AOWD from your Open Water Diver 
course. The AOWD course helps you increase your confidence and build your scuba skills so you can become more 
comfortable in the water. You will be able to increase your diving depth from 18 meters (60 feet) to 30 meters (100 
feet). And, it’s a great way to get more dives under your belt while continuing to learn under the supervision of your 
SUCI/PADI certified Instructor.  

This course builds on what you’ve learned and develops new capabilities by introducing you to new activities and new 
ways to have fun scuba diving.  You’ll hone your skills by completing five adventure dives that introduce you to: 

 Peak Performance Buoyancy: Rock-solid buoyancy control is the universally-recognized hallmark of an 
experienced, comfortable, advanced diver 

 Underwater Navigation: Develop the knowledge and skills to go from, and just as importantly, come back to 
exactly where YOU want to 

 Drift Diving: Learn how to let the current do all the work for you, and just drift along, enjoying the sights 

 Deeper water diving: Experience and learn how to manage both a thermocline and Nitrogen Narcosis 

 Underwater Naturalist: Come face-to-face with the denizens of the deep, and try your hand at recording 
observations and sketching underwater 

Prerequisites: 
To take this course, you must be: 

 A PADI Open Water Diver (or hold a qualifying certification from another training organization) 

 At least 15 years old. From ages of 15-17, a parent or legal guardian who is a full SUCI member must participate 
in the course. 
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Dates: 
 Apr 24: Pre-Registration OPENS 

 Jul 31: Pre-Registration CLOSES 

 Aug 6: All Students must have completed AOWD Knowledge 
Development 

 Aug 7: Equipment Review and Readiness Assessment in 
TPASC Deep Dive Pool 

 Aug 10 & Aug 11: Five Advanced Open Water Dives in the 
Beautiful Thousand Islands region of the St. Lawrence River 

 
Your Instructors: 
Raimund and Lauren 

Price: 
$400 for SUCI members, $535 ($400 course + $135 membership) for 
not-yet SUCI members. 

This includes all Confined Water and Open Water instruction, 
eLearning course and AOWD certification card. It does not include 
equipment, meals, fuel, accommodation, and (if applicable) the cost 
of dive charter boats. 

Course Minimum: 
We need a minimum of 4 students in order to run the course. 

Questions?  
Speak to Raimund and/or Lauren 

Discover Scuba Diving- The smiles say it all.  

A HUGE thank you to all SUCI members who support our DSD and OWD evenings. We could not do it without you! 

DSD Staff and Student Divers, March 2019 
 

Photos courtesy of Mike McCabe and his camera and Garrett’s Mom Kathleen  

To Pre-Register: 
Complete this form, click "submit" 

and we'll get right back to you. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde4hwK9E5WxQDkAxwa6oQHOVLzz_3rRwpSHsIKUfEheZ_Nvg/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Islamorada, Florida Keys U.S.A. 

During a recent diving trip to the Florida Keys, my husband and I 
had some unexpected free time as the high winds cancelled some 
of our planned dives. We thought – what could two scuba divers 
do with their free time on land during a much-anticipated dive 
trip?! Luckily, when you’re in the Florida Keys, there are many 
types of land-based activities you could do.  

While driving the iconic Overseas Highway, famously known as 
Highway 1, one cannot miss seeing the History of Diving 
Museum. From the highway, you can clearly see a very large 
replica of an old diving helmet and a bright yellow hyperbaric 
chamber. The sides of the building are decorated in beautiful 
murals showing whale sharks and other sea life in the ocean.  

Although our real intention was to occupy our free time, we 
felt, as scuba divers, it was very important for us to visit the 
museum to get a better understanding of scuba diving history.  

After purchasing your tickets from 
the gift shop, you begin by walking through a timeline of 
diving. This large exhibit walks you through a timeline 
(Literally! Years are marked on the ground) of scuba 
diving – starting from centuries ago when divers used 
things like leather hoods, copper diving helmets or large 
wooden bells. 

The museum does a great job of providing real artifacts 
and replicas of these aged diving tools. They also  
provide information about the techniques used and 
explain the landscape at the time and why these 
methods were necessary. 

If you enjoy interactive exhibits, this one is for you! You can sit in 
a historic diving bell and put on a heavy, metal diving helmet. 
Additionally, there are many displays on the “working diver” and 
the equipment and methods they used hundreds of years ago 
when underwater work was required. The information was very 
eye opening for recreational divers! 

Once you have walked through the timeline of diving, there are 
many other exhibits you can explore. Walking through the 
timeline makes you realize that diving began due to commercial 
reasons – not to just see the pretty fish in the sea! These other 
exhibits show how scuba diving eventually branched off into 
marine biology trips, recreational diving, underwater photography, 
going deeper than ever and, of course, treasure hunting! Each of 
these exhibits has something different to offer, so I’ll go into our 
favourite parts: 

Visiting the History of Diving Museum 
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 Parade of Nations – this exhibit is very 

cool as it displays 45 rare and precious 

diving helmets representing 24 countries. 

You can feel free to have a seat and 

enjoy a narration on the helmets in front 

of you. 

 Underwater Photography – I’m sure 

everyone reading this has an appreciation 

for underwater photography and how 

much is invested in this equipment! 

Between the two of us, we have 3 

cameras. Going through this exhibit really 

makes you appreciate today’s technology 

as you can see items like the first colour 

underwater photo and the first 360-

degree underwater video camera and you 

can really see how far we’ve come. 

 Deep diving – The museum has an excellent collection of atmospheric 

diving suits, especially early models where deep diving was first being 

explored. They have an early collapsible decompression chamber and 

the only underwater petroleum lamp with a pump on display. 

 Evolution of Regulators & Rebreathers – It’s a crazy experience to see 

how bulky and heavy the first regulators and rebreathers were. The 

museum has a wide collection of regulators and rebreathers that span 

over 200 years. 

Overall, we were delighted to have spent a few hours going through all of 
the exhibits and learning about the history of diving and, more importantly, 
the reasons why mankind began exploring the underwater world. We did 
buy some neat items at the gift shop and were happy to chat with the clerk 
who explained some of the events the museum hosts. I would also like to 
note that this is a great family outing as well as the museum offers some 
interactive items, such as a “treasure hunt”, for the young kiddos. So, if 
you’re going to the Keys to do some diving, put a visit to the History of 
Diving Museum on your to-do list. You will not be disappointed! 

Joanne Fischer 
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Blown Out Dives & A Trip Through Time 

The wind was continuing to pick up as we 
began to assemble our gear on the dock 
at Cedar Point near Christian Island back 
in early September 2018. I looked out 
over the waves to the east where the 
Dive Boat should have been appearing in 
the distance. Those waves were 
increasing in size and no boat in 
sight...That's when we got the call. With 
waves at 1.5m, wind at 3 knots and rising, 
our dives for both days were cancelled. 
Now, at 8:30 am, there were 8 divers on 
a dock miles from home with nowhere to 
go. So that the day would not be a total 
washout, I suggested that we return to 
the cottage about 8 minutes away, 
regroup, have lunch and go on a tour of 
the SS Keewatin. 

Although three divers elected to return 
home immediately, others were curious about the 111-year-old steamship. So, while the remaining four divers (Jack 
Purchase, Nora Mark, Stuart Gass, Mark Luo), myself and Beverley had a bite to eat back at the cottage, I pulled out a 

brochure and some press clippings and began to 
enthusiastically extoll the virtues of this unique 
ship........ 

In 1907, when the Keewatin was built and launched 
by the Fairfield Shipbuilding Company in Govan 
Scotland, the first powered flight of an aircraft in 
Canada was still two years in the future. There 
were no roadways to the settlements of the Upper 
Great Lakes and all passengers and cargo were 
transferred from rail cars to the ships at the end of 
the railroad line at Owen Sound. Later, in 1912, 
Port McNicoll 
became 
Ontario's  main 
rail-water 
terminus.  

Keewatin, and her sister ship Assiniboia, plied the Great Lakes passenger and cargo 
routes for almost 60 years until the arrival of the TransCanada Highway in 1965 and 
the closing of the railyard in 1966. 

Keewatin was moved to Michigan in 1967 where she was saved from the scrapheap 
by R.J Peterson. She remained in Douglas, Michigan as a museum ship until 2012 
when she was purchased by Skyline Marine and towed back to Port McNicoll at 
great effort and expense. 

This ship is one of the last of the Edwardian Era steamships of Titanic's time, and its 
one triple-expansion steam engine is of the same type as the Titanic's three 
engines. (Keewatin is 336.5 ft long or 102.6 M) 
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On Saturday afternoon Jack, Nora, Stuart, 
Mark, Beverley and I boarded the 
Keewatin for a 90-minute tour. The main 
deck around the gift shop is filled with 
various large ship models from the eras of 
sail and steam. We looked at them before 
watching a short film about the Keewatin 
and the history of shipping on the Great 
Lakes. Upon the film's end, we were taken 
on a tour which started in the Galley and 
proceeded to the wireless room and 
passenger staterooms, each of which was 
laid out with artifacts representing 
different decades. We also visited the 
crew staterooms, dining room and anchor 
machinery in the bow. We were led down 

into the depths of the ship, past the large boilers and into the engineroom. After seeing this huge engine operate slowly 
under high-pressure air, we were shown a working model of the same type of engine. Nearby was some interesting 
equipment, a very old leather hood with goggles and an air hose attached to a bellows pump. Upon inquiry I was 
informed that this rig was used early in the 20th century by air-supplied divers who did maintenance on the ships. 

Keewatin is a magnificent example of an Edwardian Era Steamer, one of the 
last of its kind. The 90 minutes went by very quickly. For anyone interested in 
the history of the Great Lakes and antique machinery, this museum ship just 
outside of Midland is a must-stop if you are in the southern Georgian Bay area. 

website: sskeewatin.com 

Mike McAllister 

 
  

http://sskeewatin.com/
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SUCI Trip to 
Cayman Brac 

From November 25th to 
December 2nd, 2019, 15 of us 
enjoyed a trip to Cayman Brac, 
the easternmost of the Cayman 
Islands. Although getting there 
involved a second short flight, it 
was SOOO worth it! We stayed 
at Cayman Brac Beach Resort, 
which is off the beaten track, 
quiet and peaceful – something 
you don’t always get in the 
Caribbean! Renovated in 2015, 
it includes spacious rooms, a huge freeform pool and hot tub, plus absolutely delicious meals created by Chef Gregory. 

The dive shop at this resort was also tops, crewed by professional and helpful Divemasters and Instructors. The amazing 
Newton dive boats, which are 42 to 46 ft. long and 16 ft. wide, are fast! Our boat was Ocean Sister, part of the fleet of 
Big Sister, Little Sister and Coral Sister. They offered plenty of protection from the sun and were exceptional. We all 

“adjusted” well to valet diving…no dancing 
on deck with a tank on your back!  

The diving? Well, with visibility of 100ft 
most of the time, Ontario divers were 
totally impressed! With lots of healthy and 
beautiful coral reefs, the marine life was 
plentiful and included groupers who love to 
be petted. The amazing shipwreck, the 
Captain Keith Tibbetts, was so extensive 
that we’d all like to see it again!  

Here are comments from a few of our SUCI 
members: 

Owen Jones: Awesome diving, outstanding food, professional staff and great camaraderie!  

Heather Lemieux: Excellent on all accounts – we will be back!  

Jennifer McCleneghan: Started the week with other SUCI members; ended the week with lifelong friends.  

Heather Courneya: Such a beautiful place! Diving with SUCI members, making new memories, being one with the ocean 
– all great memories. Saw my first Bristle fire worm and lettuce slug.  

Mike McCabe: Great to travel with such an amazing group of people! Cayman Brac Beach Resort had top-notch food, 
dive boats, diving and accommodation. All exceeded expectations and the fish co-operated for some awesome 
photography!  

Darrell Grainger: Absolutely beautiful resort, amazing diving with the greatest bunch of people. Wouldn’t have been as 
nice without all my SUCI friends. 

Overall, this trip had everything to offer in terms of a reasonable price for accommodation, food, diving, etc. and we’re 
keen to return to Cayman Brac. Many thanks to Heather Courneya for her efforts in organizing this trip!  

 Nora Mark 

  

The SUCI Rock – thanks to Heather Courneya and Heather Lemieux 

The SUCI Rock – thanks to Heather Courneya and Heather Lemieux 
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Links for Nora’s videos:  

Making eyes with a porcupine fish 

Petting the friendly groupers 

Spotted trunkfish at night 

Hawksbill turtle at 85ft. – tricky to 
video! 

Diving on the amazing Captain Keith 
Tibbetts 

Yellow stingray on night dive 

Barbecue on last night 

 

Grooved Brain Coral - Mike McCabe 

Mike McCabe and a friendly grouper - 
Terence Van Elslander 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzqXb7-5CMey5LqhGD
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzqgZ68Y5YcRHgPJkD
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzqgrwpXAd6wbCwhSz
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzsC2WRYBSDa7DsSKy
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzsC2WRYBSDa7DsSKy
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzqjJIg3_dDVgQR5xu
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzqjJIg3_dDVgQR5xu
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50Ezqgs0PkDjr0ihlgKE
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AgMSg9mr50EzpXWFtp7T55cSiB0V


SUCI Buddy Line  Page 11 of 13 

Juvenile Yellowtail Damsel - Mike McCabe 

Lettuce Slug - Mike McCabe 
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Hawksbill turtle - Mike McCabe 

Stingray on a night dive - 
Mike McCabe 
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Spotted Moray -  

Terence Van Elslander 

Lobster - Darrell Grainger 


