
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
 
Q- Do I have to know how to swim or what skill level of a swimmer do I need to be? 

A- There is a 200-meter free swim with no time limit and a 10-minute treading of water as 
a pre-cursor to the Open Water course. While the ability to swim is important, 
swimming underwater with scuba gear is very different and somewhat easier compared 
to swimming at the surface without gear. 

 
Q- At what age can I take the course? How young or old? 

A- Professional Association of Diving Instructors, PADI, can certify people as young as 10 
years old, SUCI will only certify people from 10-17 provided their parent or legal 
guardian is a full member of SUCI and takes or participates in the course. During any 
particular dive, the minor (up to 17 years old) must be accompanied by their parent or 
legal guardian. From the age of 18 a person can be certified and participate in all SUCI 
activities. 

 
Q- Where does your club dive? 

A- The club has regularly scheduled dives in Ontario from May to September. We dive in 
the St. Lawrence River, the Niagara River, St. Clair River, Tobermory, Lake Huron, Lake 
Erie and Lake Ontario. These are a combination of shore dives and charter dives. Our 
members will organize their own dives trips in which all members can participate, during 
the winter months to warmer waters like the Caribbean, Northern waters of South 
America and parts of Asia. 

 
Q- Do you dive in tropical areas? 

A- Yes. Our members will organize their own dives trips in which all members can 
participate, during the winter months to warmer waters like the Caribbean, Northern 
waters of South America and parts of Asia. 

 
Q- After I get certified to dive, do I need to dive with SUCI? 

A- No. As a certified diver, you dive anywhere around the world. Charter operators will ask 
for proof of certification. As an Open Water Certified diver, you can dive to a limit of 
18m (60 feet). All other certification levels will allow a maximum depth of 30m (100 
feet) for a Recreational Diver. To dive to 40m (130 feet) you need to make 4 Deep 
Specialty dives under the instruction of an Instructor.  

 
Q- If I want to learn underwater photography, can SUCI teach me? 

A- Yes. Definitely one of the most popular diving activities. Our Instructors can teach you 
underwater photography. It is a 2 dive course and you must have own camera. See the 
“Training” tab and click on “Specialty Courses” 

 
Q- I can see from your website that your Instructors are PADI certified. If I am not a PADI trained 
diver, can I dive with SUCI? 

A- Yes. Each certifying agency has standards similar but not exactly the same as PADI. You 
must still dive within your agencies standards. You are responsible for your safety 



 
Q- What are the various levels of diving?  

A- Under the PADI certifying agency, SUCI offers the following courses: 
* Discover Scuba 
* Open Water 
* Advanced Open Water 
* Rescue 
* Divemaster 

 More info is available under the “Training” Tab 
 
Q- Is there a “time” commitment to being a member of SUCI 

A- No. SUCI is a volunteer scuba diving club. Members will volunteer their time to be an 
Executive or lead a group of divers on a dive or be part of our Training group including 
those individuals that help out on the pool deck or be an EFR, Emergency First 
Responder, pool supervisor or assist in the any social activities. These include the annual 
Awards/Banquet, bowling, theatre nights and more. 

 
Q- I am not a certified diver. If I bring along a friend(s) to learn to dive with me, is there a 
discount? 

A- No. SUCI is a volunteer organization with a few fixed costs like the pool rental and 
liability insurance. From time to time we will offer a discount on some training courses 
and Divemasters receive a $100 off a charter dive when they lead that dive. 

 
Q- I am a certified diver but not a member of SUCI. Can my 17-year-old son/daughter become a 
diver with SUCI? 

A- No. SUCI will only certify people at 10-17 years of age provided their parent or legal 
guardian is a full member of SUCI and takes or participates in the course. During any 
particular dive, the minor (up to 17 years old) must be accompanied by their parent or 
legal guardian. From the age of 18, a person can be certified and participate in all SUCI 
activities. 

 
Q- How long has SUCI been in operation? 

A- SUCI was formed in 1961 as a not for profit scuba diving club and Incorporated in the 
City of Scarborough. 

 
Q- I see that your club has social activities. What are they? Must I participate? 

A- We have a variety and are always looking for suggestions from our members. We do 
have an annual Awards/Banquet held in November. Other events include a shoreline 
cleanup, bowling, theatre nights, craft beer tours, golf tournaments, curling outings and 
winery tours, etc… Participation is up to the individual member. 

 
Q- As a club member, can I bring a guest to swim or dive in the Pan Am Pool? 

A- Members can bring a guest 1 time to swim or be on Scuba. The guest must be a certified 
scuba diver to be on scuba. This is no charge. Members and guest are required to report 
to the Pool Supervisor. Guest are required to fill out a liability waiver.  

 



Q- Does the club have various types of SUCI clothing that I can buy? 
A- Yes. There is a dedicated member who arranges to bring in a wide variety of clothing 

with the SUCI logo and/or name. We have spring and winter jackets, pull overs, T-shirts, 
hoodies, ball caps, beer cozies, water bottles, etc… 

 
Q- What is a “professional” diver? 

A- A professional is a Divemaster, Assistant Instructor, Instructor and Course Director. They 
are certified divers who have been trained to teach other divers various programs 
offered by their certifying agency.  

 
Q- I am a student taking a Marine Biology course and need to become a diver. Is there a special 
course offered by your club for Marine Biologists? 

A- Yes, in 2 parts. Part 1; We do offer training to become an Open Water diver which will 
allow you to dive to a depth of 60 feet. The next course would be to take the Advanced 
Open Water course. You can do so with 2 more dives after the Open Water course. This 
will allow you to dive to 30m (100 feet). Part 2; In addition to the Advanced Open Water 
certification, SUCI also offers several specialty courses such as Underwater Photography, 
Underwater Videographer and Underwater Naturalist. More info can be found under 
the “Training” tab. To dive to 40m (130 feet) you need to make 4 Deep Specialty dives 
under the instruction of an Instructor. 

 
Q- We were wondering if you knew roughly how much it costs to "get started". I mean purchasing 
the wet suit, gloves, boots, fins weights, and snorkel. Basically everything we will need minus the 
BCD, regulator and tank.  
 

A-  While it may seem expensive, the sport is comparable to golf, skiing, mountain biking, etc...  

There are 3 ways to approach equipment: 
1 Rent equipment: SUCI rents its equipment for the Open Water Course which is included in 
the course fee. Personal equipment may be purchased from about $190 and will go to 
$300+, which will include the mask, snorkel and fins. Boots, weights, weight belt are about 
$75.00 depending on how much weight you buy. Currently it is about $2.00/lb.  
Renting the BCD, regs, tank and wet suit will cost  about $120 - $150 per weekend. You can 
usually pick up on a Thursday and return Monday. This will be the least cost outlay. 
Recommended for those who are not sure how much diving they will do and/or not sure if 
they like the sport. 
The 5 dive shops we support and vice versa will have "beginner" packages. These are: 

o Aquarius Scuba Diving Centre, 4020 Dundas Street West (Jane st), Toronto, 416 604-4203 

o Aquasub Diving Centre, 1241 Elgin Mills Road East, Richmond Hill, 905 883-3483 

o Dive Source Scuba and Snorkel Centre, 423 Bloor Street West, Oshawa, 905 438-8566 

o Innerspace Dive Supply, 1794 Liverpool Road, Unit 4, Pickering, 905 420-8331 

o Scuba 2000, 9033 Leslie Street, Unit 12, Richmond Hill, 905 771-1500 



2- Buy second hand equipment: While not recommended for the mask, snorkel and fins as these 
are the more personal and least expensive scuba items. They can also be used for snorkeling if 
you do not pursue the sport. The best opportunity for second hand equipment is at the "Scuba 
Swap". See the SUCI calendar for date and info. This an opportunity for current scuba owners to 
sell their older or unused equipment to other divers, new and experienced. There will also be a 
couple dive shops present to sell new equipment. It is organized by the Ontario Underwater 
Explorers, a scuba diving club in Etobicoke. Visit http://www.ouescuba.com/?q=scubaswap click 
on the link. SUCI club members will often sell equipment to other members. Cost of second 
hand BCD's will vary from $80 to $350; Regs from $100 -$300; Tanks $100-$225. Tanks need to 
be visually inspected yearly and Hydro tested every 5 years. Tanks can be 20+ years old but 
watch for tanks made from the 6351 Alloy. Not all dive shops will refill these tanks. Tank refills 
are about $10-$13.00. SUCI sells tank refill cards that basically cut the refill price in half. Cards 
are redeemable through Innerspace. If you do not know if you have one of these tanks – please 
check the manufacturers website. As for the Luxfer manufacturer, tanks made prior to 1989 are 
made of this alloy. Wet suits can be purchased for $100-$150 for a 7ml suit. See below for more 
wet suit info. 
3- Buy new equipment: Most dive shops will have package deals for the BCD and Regs. These 
can vary from $600 - $1800. Like all products made by any company, price dictates quality and 
function ability. Tanks start around $300 and come in various sizes and made from aluminum or 
steel. Let the dive shops know that you are from SUCI and you will generally get a 10-25% 
discount on some items. 
 
Dive suits: 2 types;  
- A wet suit where a 1-2mm or water penetrates the suit and your body warms the water.  

 
- The second, and much more expensive option, is a dry suit. No water penetration and is 
preferred for water 32 - 50F (-18?? 0 to 10C). Quality, thickness and functionability will dictate 
price. 

 
For the purpose of diving in Ontario, a minimum 5mm full body wet suit is needed with the 
purchase of a "farmer john" to add extra layers to your torso. 7ml suits are preferred. Used 
price is about $150 -250. New would be $350-$500.  The hood and gloves will add other $75-
$100. 
Dry suits will vary from $1000 to $3000. 

 
Q- We already know the cost of the course and I was wondering the cost and what is involved in 
the next stage of the scuba diving. The one to get certified to dive deeper.  
 

A- The next stage is the Advanced Open Water Scuba Diving course, AOWSD. SUCI 
conducts this class once per year at either Tobermory or Port Hope as part of a regular 
dive with other members. Like the Open Water course, it is conducted by a PADI 
Instructor and he/she is aided by a Divemaster. It is a 2-day weekend event that consist 
of 5 different types of dives. 2 mandatory dives are a Deep Dive (greater than 60 feet) 
and Underwater Navigation. The current cost is $400.00. After which you are able to 
dive to 30m (100 feet), the maximum depth of any Recreational diver at any 
certification level. To dive to 40m (130 feet) you need to make 4 Deep Specialty dives 

http://www.ouescuba.com/?q=scubaswap


under the instruction of an Instructor. To dive deeper, you would need to take a 
"Technical" diving course, which is not offered by SUCI 

 
Q- Where do divers stay on dives that span an entire weekend? 
 

A- In the dive plan on SUCI.ca, most dives lasting a weekend (more than one day) will have 
suggested hotels and or campgrounds.  The Divemaster in charge for the particular dive 
will also send out campground and/or motel information in their dive plan email that 
goes out 1-2 weeks before the dive.   The DM might also send out an email with offers 
for room shares, or specific areas of a campground that members can book as a group. 

 
Q- How do I get enrolled to go on the club dives listed on the web page? 
 

A- Members sign up for their chosen dives at the end of the April General. More info can 
be found under the Dive Season-2019 tab. Click on “Important Notes for the Dive 
Season”. 

 
Q- If I come alone, who will my dive buddy be on club dives? 
 

A- All divers participating in SUCI dives will have a dive buddy assigned if they don't already 
have one.  Divers are usually assigned so that low experienced divers are partnered with 
highly experienced divers. 
 

Q- I see this on the PADI and other scuba sites, what does the term "recreational limits" mean? 
 

A- Recreational limits in diving generally refer to the depth that divers are allowed to go.  
SUCI follows PADI guidelines, which are 18 meters (60 feet) for Open Water Certified, 30 
meters (100 feet) for Advanced Open Water, and 40 meters (130feet) for Deep Water 
certified.  SUCI dives adhere to these limits and participants must be certified 
appropriately.  All SUCI diving is non-decompression diving and we do not plan any dives 
that would require decompression stops except for the standard 3 minute - 15 foot 
safety stop. 

 
Q- Is carpooling available for dives? 
 

A- Some divers have room for an additional diver and gear for both the one day dives and 
weekend dives.  Ask the Divemaster to send out a note to the group asking if anyone has 
room for an additional passenger.  Sharing gas costs is presumed in such cases. The 
same can be arranged for room or campsite accommodations. 

 
Q- Do I need a dive computer? 
 

A- The answer to this is 98% yes.  If for some reason your computer stops functioning or 
you forget it on a dive, you will be required to follow the PADI RDP tables.  The 
Divemaster will make the decision if he/she will allow you to dive if you do not have a 
computer. Computers are available in 2 types. The first is a wrist computer that will 



basically give your depth and diving times. The second is an air integrated computer that 
will do everything a wrist computer does plus track your air consumption as it is 
attached to your tanks hose. Both will have features like Nitrox conversion, perhaps 
compass navigation, safety stop warnings, etc… 

 
Q- I have only dove in the Caribbean and South, why would I want to dive in Ontario and what's 
to see?   
 

A- The waterways of Ontario offer a plethora of things to see and experience.  We have 
1000's of shipwrecks in the lakes and rivers all around us. Due to the cold water, many 
of these ships are still in an amazing condition and date back to the 1800’s.  The rivers 
such as the St Lawrence, Niagara and St Clair warm up considerably in the summertime 
to the mid 70's.  River diving is extremely fun, drifting in current while fish and 
interesting geography float by.  Finding bottles from various time periods as far back as 
the 1800's is always an interesting take on the human history of our waterways.  We 
also see lots of fish in the rivers, from 4-8 foot sturgeon, to beautiful channel cats, bass, 
schools of carp and perch, to the ever awesome and elusive muskies and northern pike. 
 

Q- I have completed my confined water training with another organization. Does SUCI have 
SCUBA gear that I can use to practice my skills before I conduct my Open Water Training. 
 

A-  If you join SUCI as a Student member and conduct your Open Water Training with SUCI, 
we will match you up with an Instructor who would be happy to help you hone your 
skills. With the exception of Emergency Equipment like Oxygen, AED and First aid, SUCI 
does not have Club owned scuba gear. Often, Instructors will arrange scuba gear for 
students. 

 


