Dive Season
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Q- Where does your club dive?
A- The club has regularly scheduled dives in Ontario from May to September. We dive in
the St. Lawrence River, the Niagara River, St. Clair River, Tobermory, Lake Huron, Lake
Erie and Lake Ontario. These are a combination of shore dives and charter dives. Our
members will organize their own dives trips in which all members can participate, during
the winter months to warmer waters like the Caribbean, Northern waters of South
America and parts of Asia.

Q- Do you dive in tropical areas?
A- Yes. Our members will organize their own dives trips in which all members can
participate, during the winter months to warmer waters like the Caribbean, Northern
waters of South America and parts of Asia.

Q- After | get certified to dive, do | need to dive with SUCI?
A- No. As a certified diver, you dive anywhere around the world. Charter operators will ask
for proof of certification. As an Open Water Certified diver, you can dive to a limit of
18m (60 feet). All other certification levels will allow a maximum depth of 30m (100
feet) for a Recreational Diver. To dive to 40m (130 feet) you need to make 4 Deep
Specialty dives under the instruction of an Instructor.

Q- Where do divers stay on dives that span an entire weekend?

A- In the dive plan on SUCl.ca, most dives lasting a weekend (more than one day) will have
suggested hotels and or campgrounds. The Divemaster in charge for the particular dive
will also send out campground and/or motel information in their dive plan email that
goes out 1-2 weeks before the dive. The DM might also send out an email with offers
for room shares, or specific areas of a campground that members can book as a group.

Q- How do I get enrolled to go on the club dives listed on the web page?
A- Members sign up for their chosen dives at the end of the April General Meeting. More
info can be found under the Dive Season-2017 tab. Click on “Important Notes for the
Dive Season”.
Q- If I come alone, who will my dive buddy be on club dives?
A- All divers participating in SUCI dives will have a dive buddy assigned if they don't already

have one. Divers are usually assigned so that low experienced divers are partnered with
highly experienced divers.

Q- Is carpooling available for dives?



A- Some divers have room for an additional diver and gear for both the one day dives and
weekend dives. Ask the Divemaster to send out a note to the group asking if anyone has
room for an additional passenger. Sharing gas costs is presumed in such cases. The
same can be arranged for room or campsite accommodations.

Q- Do | need a dive computer?

A- The answer to this is 98% yes. If for some reason your computer stops functioning or
you forget it on a dive, you will be required to follow the PADI RDP tables. The
Divemaster will make the decision if he/she will allow you to dive if you do not have a
computer. Computers are available in 2 types. The first is a wrist computer that will
basically give your depth and diving times. The second is an air integrated computer that
will do everything a wrist computer does plus track your air consumption as it is
attached to your tanks hose. Both will have features like Nitrox conversion, perhaps
compass navigation, safety stop warnings, etc...

Q- I have only dove in the Caribbean and South, why would | want to dive in Ontario and what's
to see?

A- The waterways of Ontario offer a plethora of things to see and experience. We have
1000's of shipwrecks in the lakes and rivers all around us. Due to the cold water, many
of these ships are still in an amazing condition and date back to the 1800’s. The rivers
such as the St Lawrence, Niagara and St Clair warm up considerably in the summertime
to the mid 70's. River diving is extremely fun, drifting in current while fish and
interesting geography float by. Finding bottles from various time periods as far back as
the 1800's is always an interesting take on the human history of our waterways. We
also see lots of fish in the rivers, from 4-8 foot sturgeon, to beautiful channel cats, bass,
schools of carp and perch, to the ever awesome and elusive muskies and northern pike.



